
MATERIALITY - EXTERIOR
Externally, the Lakeside Discovery Centre is black and shiny like the engines that are the signature of the 
railway  and recedes in the shadows of the bush.  The new Lakeside Discovery Centre is a silhouette backdrop 
- grounded in place - to the hero that is the Puffing Billy Railway experience.

‘The notion of the building as a linear plinth, with black steel roof lined in 
timber providing volume over the platform, is a compelling image and this 

concept . We support the black external surface of the building which sits 
well into its landscape and also appropriately captures a materiality that 
is related to the railway narrative. The transparent glazed frontage of the 
building, opening up onto the timber-ceilinged platform volume provides 
both an effective counterpoint to the dull black exterior, and an opportunity 
for delight as a vista to the building and wider setting is opened up as the 
train rounds the corner.
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